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INTRODUCTION

Aglagn tmeodorata ( Renter, 1807 ) is a small srzed nudibranch known from the
Mediterrancan Sea and the west coast of Africa. In Mediterranean it has been
maostly reported from Adniatic Sea and French coast [1] with sporadic
reconds from Iberian Peninsula [2] and Malin, The present record, in the
predected area of “Coapo Peloro Logoon™, represents the first finding in Sicily
and the most southem one in the Nalian Seas, except for the dated and not
confimmed report of Philippd (1836) [3] as Dorndiom meckelii (Delle Chiaje,
I824).

Tyrrheenaan Sea

METHODS

The area of Capo Pelore Lagoon and the nearby maring coastal
walers have been examined by snorkeling to monstor the local
medibranch populations. Specimens have been photographed
situ, 1o decument alive coloration and small scale habita
chamcteristics, Two individuals of Aglaja ircoforata, handily
captired in Ganzrm channel, have been presenved in 95% cthanol
1 comlirm the preliminary on field determimation. Contextually,
the main hydrological parameters have  been  recorded.
The diagnasis is a minimum combination of characiers that posi-
tively identify the collected specimens among species of the
Famnily Aglajidae in according to Renter, 1807,

RESULTS

The specimens showed an elongated, oval body, with postenor edge of
headshicld roonded, with a median crest, Parapodia large, partially enclosing
acdum. Posterior shield with processes developed from the posterior eivd,
Shell imemal, faened, shightly caleified. Diaphragm reduced to thin sac
enclosing viscers, The species has distinclive tentaculor comers on the
anterior parapodia and a thin posterior lagellum extending out from the
ventral fold of the posterior shicld. The animal is a dark translucent hrown
with opaleseent white spots scattered all over the dorsal surface and the sides,
O the ventral surfice te background cobour 18 much more translucent and the
white spods larger, The identification of Aglya tricoloneta presents a confused
history, simce our knowledge hased on Vayssiere [4] (1880 - as Dondiom
membranacewny and reported by Pilsbry (1896 [5] and Pruvot-Fol (19343 1]
are ned fully in accordance with some recent records,

CONCLUSION

This record testifies of a southward spreading of this species that might be
human mediated, in accordance with the intreduction of lora and fauna in the

Faro Lake by molluse trace and furming,
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